
Welcome  back  to Year 3!               

Spring 1 

Happy New Year! We hope you have had a lovely Christmas. Thank you very much for all your 

kind wishes, cards and gifts. 

This term our whole school topic is ‘Heroes and Villains.’  This will run through 

all aspects of our units this term.   

In English, we will be studying the text ‘Oliver Twist’ originally by Charles dickens but 

we will study a retelling of the story by Gill Tavner.  Children will be writing their own 

historical narrative with a focus on descriptive writing, higher level vocabulary and  

using conjunctions such as ‘because’, ‘while’, ‘if’ and ‘then’.  They will be proof reading 

and editing their work to ensure the best outcomes.  Children will also learn how to 

write a personal letter and a non chronological report which will link directly to the  

History work. 

In Maths we are having a big focus on multiplication and division.  It is crucial that 

children are really secure with 2x, 5x and 10x tables from previous year groups as we 

are now focussing heavily on 3x, 4x and 8 x tables.   

Please practice these daily with children with the corresponding division facts too. 

E.g. 6 x 3 = ?  How many 3s are in 18? 18 divided by 3.   

We will be using these facts to multiply 2 digit numbers x 1 digit and to solve  

problems. 

Computing will be integrated into our History lessons this term, using the iPads.   

Children will learn to perform effective and safe internet searches to find out about key 

people from the past.   

Children will learn more about the SMART rules to keep themselves safe online. If you 

as parents have any internet safety questions or you need help to ensure safe settings 

online please come and see us and we will more than willing to help. 

In Art we will be developing our painting and drawing skills inspired by Andy 

Warhol’s Pop Art and linking to our superhero theme. 

PE will continue to take place every Wednesday and Friday with Mr Radford.  The 

focus will  be on basketball and indoor athletics. 

Children need to have a full PE kit in school which should include a white t-shirt, 

black shorts and trainers. As the weather is still cold children can bring a plain 

black/grey tracksuit into school for outdoor PE and trainers.  

In History we will be exploring the Victorian Period.  The challenge question is ‘Who 

were the heroes and villains of the Victorian Era?’ So we will be exploring famous people 

of this time and finding out what they did that made them heroic or villainous.  



HOMEWORK 

Homework will continue to go out on a Friday to be returned by Wednesday so we have time to go 

through the tasks in class together.   

 

Each week children will have a short Maths and English skills burst activity and spellings to practice.  

Please ensure children write out their spellings 3 times and then write them into a sentence. 

 

At different points in the term children will be set project work linked to the theme where the return 

dates will be specified.   

 

We really look forward to seeing more fabulous homework pieces this term! 

 

Children should read their reading books every night and your comments in planners are really  

useful.  Please question children about what they have read to ensure they have a good  

understanding of the text.  

 

If children read other books at home which they enjoy, please encourage then to write a book review to 

bring into class so that they can recommend books to other children. 

Key dates: 

Tuesday 16th January - Eco Heroes Day (please ensure children have spare 

clothes with them to do some eco work outside) 

Friday 9th February- Year 3 Class Assembly at 9am in the school hall 

Thursday 15th February - Parents Evening 4pm-8pm (other times will be  

available that week) 

Friday 16th February - Finish for Half term 

Monday 26th February - Return to school for Spring term 2. 


