
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Phonics and Literacy 

This half term we will be continuing with our daily 

phonics lessons. We have begun to group the children 

into phonics groups to ensure they were working at 

an appropriate pace to suit their needs. This half term 

we will be continuing to consolidate letter sounds, 

practise our blending skills and we will be learning 

some new Phase 3 sounds which will include more 

letters of the alphabet and also ‘digraphs’ and 

‘trigraphs’, which are two or three letters that make  

a sound when next to each other eg. ‘ee’ and ‘igh’.  

Blending is a tricky skill to master and practise is 

invaluable! As well as reading sessions and phonics 

groups, we will be encouraging oral blending by 

giving the children silly instructions eg. ‘go and get 

your c-oa-t’. 

 

We will be continuing to send home letter sounds and 

digraphs in your child's planner for you to practise at 

home.  

Reading books will continue to be sent home 

throughout the half term. Please continue to give 

feedback in your child’s planner about how they have 

found their reading book at home. Please be aware 

your child’s reading day may have changed. 

 

In addition to our phonics sessions we will be 

engaging in small focused groups centered around 

reading, to practise our speaking and listening skills, 

our comprehension of words and stories and our 

decoding and blending skills. 

 

We are trying hard to improve our writing! We are 

having weekly handwriting sessions and weekly 

guiding writing. We are encouraging the children to 

use their phonic knowledge to write words and 

sentences as independently as possible. We encourage 

the children to sound out words they want to write, 

and to count words on their fingers for writing 

sentences!   

 

Numeracy 

This half term we are going to be consolidating our counting skills. We will be counting 

small and large objects, including things we cannot move! We will also be thinking about 

the order of numbers and what ‘value’ means eg. 5 counters is the same as the number 

5. We are developing our understanding of shape, exploring the properties of different 

shapes and using shapes to create and construct for different purposes. We will also be 

investigating size and weight, placing objects in order and investigating capacity. We will 

also begin to think about measuring periods of time and how we can use the clock to tell 

the time too! 

 
 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

We hope you have all had a 

wonderfully exciting and restful 

Christmas break. Thank you 

very much for all the fabulous 

kind wishes, cards and gifts we 

received. 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

Topic 

This half term our topic is based around the Dinosaurs! We will be exploring a number 

of texts throughout the half term, however our focus narrative text is ‘How to Grow a 

Dinosaur’. We will be thinking about similarities and differences between different 

dinosaurs and exploring prehistoric worlds too. We will be investigating dinosaur 

bones and making predictions, developing our reasoning skills to ask questions and 

find answers. We will be engaging in a number of creative activities to create our own 

dinosaur skeletons, explore texture and colour and create patterns and models. We 

will be singing some dinosaur songs and rhymes too! 

We are always encouraging the children to enjoy and interact with stories and books, 

and love to celebrate their achievements and interests. If your child has any Dinosaur 

books they wish to bring into school to talk about and read with the class they are 

most welcome to bring them into school to share. 

 

 

Just a few reminders to make things easier within school: 

 

 Please continue to complete your child’s homework each week. The children 

receive homework awards when they have completed a certain number of 

homeworks. Please remember that presentation is important and homework 

should be completed in pencil and pencil crayon. 

 Please double check your child’s uniform, shoes and PE kits to ensure their 

names have not faded with washing. We are encouraging the children to take 

ownership and responsibility for their own things during school time. 

 Please note if your child wishes to change to packed lunches or vice versa, 

please give the office two weeks notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Thank you once again for your support from home.  

With Kind Regards 

Miss Williams              Mrs Borders           Miss Renshaw         

 

  

Wellies & Coats 

 

We will be spending lots of time outdoors this half term. Due to the cold and wet 

weather, we request your child has a pair of clearly labelled wellies to keep in school. 

We have received a number of children’s wellies so far this year, however if your child 

does not have wellies this may limit their opportunities for outdoor learning as we 

only have a limited number of spare wellies.  

In addition, we will be beginning to use and explore our outdoor mud kitchen this half 

term. Although the children are provided with waterproof overalls we may get a little 

muddy whilst enjoying our learning! We advise sending your child to school in coat 

which you do not mind getting a little muddy. Thank you! 

 


