
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Phonics and Literacy 

 

This half term we will be continuing with our daily 

phonics lessons to consolidate the letter sounds and 

formations. We will be continuing to encourage the 

children to blend sounds together to read short words 

and sentences. 

 

As the term progresses we will be grouping the children 

into phonics groups for their daily phonics sessions to 

ensure the children are working at a pace appropriate 

for their needs. We will be moving on to Phase 3 

phonics which will include more letters of the alphabet 

and also ‘digraphs’ and ‘trigraphs’, which are two or 

three letters that make a sound when next to each 

other eg. ‘ee’, ‘igh’, ‘sh’. We will be focusing on our 

blending skills and encouraging the children to begin 

and continue to put letter sounds together. 

 

We will be continuing to send home letter sounds and 

digraphs in your childrens planners for you to practise 

at home. Reading books will continue to be sent home 

throughout the half term on a weekly basis or at a pace 

that suits your child. Please check your child’s planner 

as their reading day may have changed this half term. 

 

In Literacy we are going to become stroytelllers! We 

will be immersing ourselves within a story, including 

understanding more about the characters, settings and 

events, and exploring the language used by the author. 

We will be engaging in speaking and listening activities 

to develop our vocabulary and expression when telling 

a story. We will be investigating the use of pictures to 

tell a story and creating our own. We are going to 

adapting stories and making up our own too! 

 

Numeracy 

We will be continuing to develop our counting skills and becoming really familiar with 

numerals to 10 and beyond. We will be developing our understanding of quantities and 

see how we can change and adapt them. We are practising adding one more and finding 

one less than a given number, comparing different quantities and collecting and 

recording numerate information. We will be moving on to some addition and number 

problems later in the term. We will be investigating some 2D shapes and their properties, 

exploring shapes within the environment and seeing how we can use shapes to build and 

construct. 

 
 

Welcome back! 

We hope you had a thoroughly relaxing half term and enjoyed celebrating Halloween 

and Bonfire Night! 

We are looking forward to the term ahead and the exciting things we are going to get 

involved in. We can’t wait for Christmas! 

 

Parental Contributions to the EYFS Profile 

We are always keen to hear about how the 

children are progressing with their learning 

and development at home. We will be sending 

home WOW slips for you to record any 

significant achievements your child has in any 

area of their development whilst at home, 

such as swimming with or without armbands 

independently, getting themselves ready for 

school or having more confidence when in a 

new environment. You can return these slips 

in your child’s planner for us to  place in your 

child’s learning journey.  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

Music 

Brass Lessons. 

 
 

Topic 

Our topic this half term is ‘Out of this World’ where we will be focusing on understanding how 

other people’s worlds can be very different to ours. We will be working on the story ‘Handa’s 

Surprise’ and investiagting how life in England is similar or different from life in African 

countries. We will be investigating different fruits and talking about how to keep healthy, using a 

range of media to create artwork from other cultures and celebrating diversity within the world. 

We will be using the story to help become storytellers and broaden our understanding of story 

structure concepts of print. 

Later in the half term we will be beginning to celebrate Christmas! We are very excited to begin 

learning about the Christmas Story and the different ways we can celebrate at Christmas. We will 

be getting very creative (and messy!) and engaging in lots of fabulous (and sparkly!) Christmas 

activities. We will be beginning to practise for our nativity and singing lots of lovely Christmas 

songs. We can’t wait! 

Things to practise at home for this half term 

We are incredibly proud of the children and how well they are progressing with their 

independence. We can already see how hard the children are working on getting themselves 

dressed and taking care of their things! Our top three things to practise at home are: 

 Reading books. Please encourage your child to practise blending sounds together with 

support from you. This is a tricky skill and practise makes perfect! 

 Recognising different shapes such as a circle, square, oblong, triangle and oval. See if you 

can spot them in the environment!  

 Fine motor skills. Fine motor development is key to the progression nd development of 

writing. Build up the muscle strength and dexterity in your child fingers by engaging in 

lots of fiddly activities such as lego and playdough, using tools such as scissors and 

paintbrushes and even by doing up zips and buttons. 

Just a few reminders to make things easier within school: 

 

* Please continue to support your children with their independence in getting dressed and 

undressed. The children are doing amazingly well getting themselves ready for PE! 

* Please check your child’s uniform to ensure that their name is still visible in their clothes. Ink 

fades very quickly with washing! We have had a number of jumpers and cardigans that have 

gone missing or got muddled up due to lack of labelling. Please ensure your child’s shoes are also 

labelled! 

* Please continue to check your child’s planner on a regular basis for letters and notes. We will be 

using your child’s planner as a Reading Record for their reading book, so please write any 

comments you may have in their planner. Feedback about your child’s progress at home is very 

valuable to us. 

* It is essential that if you, or the person(s) who usually collect your child, are unable to collect 

your child from school that you notify the office about who will be collecting them at the end of 

the day. This is to ensure all the children are dismissed safely and to the correct person. We will 

not be able to dismiss your child to anyone other than parents unless we have been informed 

prior to pickup time at 3:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you once again for your support from home. We are really proud of how the children 

are progressing throughout their first term of school! 

With Kind Regards 

Miss Williams              Mrs Borders                Miss Renshaw             

 

  


