
 

Reception Newsletter 

Welcome back! We hope you have had a lovely half 

term in the sunshine! 

Our key high-quality text 

this half term 

 

Naughty Bus         

By Jan and Jerry Oke 

 

Reading & Phonics                                                              

This half term we will be continuing to 

consolidate our blending skills and 

recognition of common and irregular words 

on sight. We will be continuing to practise 

reading words and sentences containing the 

digraphs and trigraphs learned within Phase 

3 phonics and will be developing our skills 

blending consonants within Phase 4 phonics. 

This half term we will also begin to learn 

some alternative vowel digraphs within 

Phase 5 phonics too. Please keep practising 

these in your child’s sound book, as new 

sounds and words will be coming home. 

For further information about the phonics 

phases, the following website: 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com 

Any questions you may have about reading 

or the phonics process do not hesitate to ask! 

Literacy                          

Our Literacy sessions this 

half term will be 

consolidating speaking and 

listening skills and 

promoting independence in 

thinking of our own ideas, 

making predictions and 

developing inference. 

We will be practising 

retelling and re-enacting 

familiar stories and 

developing language related 

to transport and 

adventures! 

We will be exploring 

settings, thinking about 

character viewpoints and 

thinking of our own endings 

to the story! 

 

Writing                                                                                            

This half term we are encouraging the 

children to have independence and take 

ownership of their writing. We will be 

setting writing challenges to encourage the 

children to apply their phonological 

knowledge to their writing. In guided 

activities we will be focusing on verbalising 

our sentences before writing, counting how 

many words in our sentences and writing 

using finger spaces, full stops and capital 

letters. We will also be developing our 

letter formations to ensure our writing in 

clear and neat and sitting on the line! 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/


 

Key Dates                                                                                  

Arts Week – Monday 9
th

 July                                    

Summer Fair – Friday 13
th

 July                           

School Closes – Friday 27
th

 July                                   

Class Targets                                               

* to listen to and follow 

instructions carefully 

* to develop independence 

when taking part in 

activities that may not be of 

our own choosing 

* to challenge ourselves and 

develop perseverance skills 

when finding things difficult 

 

Numeracy                                                         

We are beginning the half term by exploring the 

concepts of sharing and halving. We will be 

considering how we can share and halve both 

numbers and shapes equally and fairly. 

Later in the half term we will be continuing to 

develop our reasoning skills by applying our 

number knowledge and understanding to solve 

a variety of different problems. We will be 

estimating, comparing and counting numbers 

up to 20 and beyond. We will be expanding our 

mathematical vocabulary and using language to 

explain our ideas! 

We will be practising recording numbers, 

information and data in different ways, 

including tally charts and number sentences.  

Wider Curriculum                     

Our learning this half term 

will be linked to our key text 

and based around travel, 

transport and adventure! 

We will be learning all 

about different modes of 

transport and thinking 

about different places we 

are able to travel to. We will 

be engaging in creative 

activities including painting, 

modelling and collage, 

outdoor construction and 

gross motor play and, of 

course, lots of imaginative 

role play! We will be 

developing vocabulary 

related to this topic and 

using ICT to support our 

learning. 

 

Transition                                                          

During this half term we will be getting the 

children ready for their transition to Year 

One. This will include visits from the Year 

One teacher later in the half term to our 

Reception classroom, joint activities with the 

current Year One class and a transition 

afternoon where the children will spend the 

afternoon in their new classroom with their 

new teacher and support staff. In addition 

we will be reading lots of stories about 

change, playing circle time games to support 

the children’s emotional wellbeing and 

having lots of discussion about what to 

expect in Year One. 

Thank you for your continuing support and 

hard work at home! 

Miss Williams & Mrs Borders 

Arts Week                             

Arts Week will take place 

this year during the week 

beginning 9
th

 July and our 

theme is ‘Down in the 

Jungle’! We are looking 

forward to getting creative 

and enjoying lots of art 

activities! 


