
Reception Newsletter 

Welcome back! We hope you have had a lovely Easter 

and a relaxing break! 

Our key high-quality text 

this half term 

 

Jack and the Flumflum Tree     

By Julia Donaldson 

 

Reading & Phonics                                                              

This half term we are continuing with our 

daily phonics sessions, guided reading and 

guided writing activities. 

The children will continue to work within 

their phonics group to ensure they are 

working at a pace suitable for their needs 

This half term we will reading longer words 

containing more sounds and blending 

consonants together too. We will be reading 

a range of digraphs and trigraphs in our 

phonics sessions but also encouraging the 

children to apply their phonological 

knowledge independently in the classroom 

and their independent learning too. 

We will be exploring and practising rhyme 

and alliteration, creating and writing 

rhyming strings and making silly sentences 

and captions using words beginning with the 

same letters.  

Literacy                          

Our literacy sessions this 

half term will focus on using 

our speaking and listening 

skills to explain our ideas 

and develop our reasoning 

to solve problems and to 

make inferences about the 

text.  

We will be exploring a 

desert island setting and 

will be creating our own 

treasure maps, including 

instructions for how to find 

our treasure! 

We will be thinking critically 

about dilemmas and 

problems within a story and 

developing empathy for the 

characters in the text. 

Writing                                                                                            

We are continuing to encourage the 

children to apply their phonological 

knowledge to their writing by sounding out 

words they want to write. We are 

continuing to use our voices to help us 

identify sounds in words and ‘sound out’ 

words. We are developing our sentence 

structure, breaking the flow of speech into 

specific words and using capital letters, 

finger spaces and full stops. We are 

focusing on our handwriting by forming 

letters correctly and clearly, keeping our 

writing neat and on the line. 



 

Key Dates                                                                                  

INSET Day – Thursday 3
rd

 May                                    

Bank Holiday – Monday 7
th

 May                           

School Closes – Friday 25
th

 May                                    

Class Targets                                               

* to be able to listen and do 

at the same time. 

* to develop strategies for 

perseverance and find ways 

to continue even when we 

are stuck 

*to use talk to develop our 

ideas, reason and share our 

understanding confidently 

 

Numeracy                          

We are beginning the half term by 

consolidating our counting skills and 

number recognition to 20 and beyond. We 

will be continuing to develop our 

understanding of money and recognition 

of coins, using different coins and 

quantities to pay for items and make 

different values. 

Later in the half term we will be exploring 

3D shapes and their properties, using them 

to build and construct and investigating 

similarities and differences between 

shapes. 

We will be finishing the half term by 

applying our number knowledge to solve 

problems  by doubling and halving 

different numbers to 10 and 20. 

Wider Curriculum                     

Our learning this half term 

will be linked to our key text 

and based around pirates 

and sea adventures! We will 

be exploring scientific 

concepts such as floating 

and sinking and 

investigating materials as 

we attempt to make our 

own boats that float!  

Our role play area will help 

us to develop our 

imaginations and language 

skills as a pirate ship, 

complete with Crow’s Nest 

and a Sick Bay for poorly 

pirates!                                                

We will be considering the 

setting of a desert island 

and thinking geographically 

about where in the world a 

desert island might be, how 

we could travel to one and 

what weather to expect! We 

will be considering things 

we might need to take with 

us too.  

Gross Motor & Outdoor Learning                   

Outdoors this half term we will be using 

large construction materials to develop our 

planning, designing and collaboration skills. 

We will be improving our creative 

development by exploring sounds using 

different instruments, as well as developing 

our dance and performance skills. We will be 

playing games using gross motor equipment 

and beginning to understand and implement 

simple rules within team games.                  

Thank you for your continuing support and 

hard work at home! 

Miss Williams & Mrs Borders 


