
 

Reception Newsletter 
Welcome to Godley Community Primary Academy!           

We hope you have had a lovely summer! 

Our key high-quality text 

this half term 

 

 

 

 

A New House for Mouse         
By Petr Horacek 

 

Reading & Phonics                                         
This half term we will be introducing the children to 
phase 2 phonics and learning some letter sounds. We 
will be learning to recognise the letters of the alphabet 
by sight and sound and we will be also learning the 
correct letter formations.  This will enable the children to 
learn to read, write and spell short words containing 
these sounds, which we call CVC words, later in the 
term. We will also be encouraging the children to 
recognise familiar words such as their own name. 
We will be sending home the letters we learn each week 
in a ‘sound book’. There will also be space in your 
child’s sound book for them to practise writing each 
letter. We really value your support from home in 
helping your children to recognise these sounds, as this 
really facilitates the reading process. 
There are some free phonics games on the website 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk which you will be able to 
enjoy with your child to support their learning in 
phonics. 
We will be engaging in small group guided reading 
sessions to develop the children’s understanding and 
comprehension of different stories and books. We will be 
discussing characters, settings and events of the stories 
and beginning to develop our own opinions! 

 

Literacy                                

This half term our Literacy 

sessions will be largely focused 

around speaking and listening 

skills and joining in with stories 

and rhymes. We will be focusing 

on a key high quality text, ‘A 

New House for Mouse’, as the 

stimulus for our learning. We will 

be following the journey of the 

main character, Mouse, and 

investigating how she can solve 

the problem within the story. We 

will be using this text to develop 

our own viewpoints and ideas, 

and practise sharing our ideas 

with others. We will be 

beginning to ask questions of 

others, and working hard to take 

turns when speaking and listen 

to other people’s ideas.                        

 

Fine Motor Skills & Writing                                
This half tem we are beginning the writing process by 

developing our fine motor skills and control over small 

tools. We will be using a range of resources such as 

lego, playdough, beads and thread, jigsaws and 

tweezers to develop the strength and dexterity of our 

hands, in order to prepare the children for early writing. 

We will be encouraging the children to develop a 

comfortable and secure ‘tripod’ grip when holding their 

pencil, and doing lots of practise of different 

movements and shapes when drawing and writing. 

This half term we will be beginning to model the 

correct formations of letters and encouraging the 

children to develop these formations in their own 

writing. 

                    

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjelO-ek6_WAhUDShQKHf-fAhEQjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-House-Mouse-Petr-Horacek/dp/1406301221&psig=AFQjCNGqYB8CsreLXds09bkR4P2Ak3CiqQ&ust=1505838372132719


 

Class Targets                          

* to get dressed and undressed 

independently. 

* to recognise and write our 

name. 

* to share stories and talk 

about what is happening and 

who the story is about                                              

 

Numeracy                                                               

This half term we will be practising our counting 

skills and using them in lots of different contexts. We 

will be exploring and investigating quantities and 

sizes of numbers, and comparing numbers using 

language such as ‘more’ and ‘fewer’. We will be 

learning to recognise numerals to 10 and exploring 

what the numerals represent. We will be 

encouraging the children to use their number 

knowledge and understanding within their play and 

in real life contexts, as well as to solve problems and 

reason. Our maths lessons are largely practical, with 

lots of opportunities to play and explore with 

numbers and quantities. We will be practising how 

to form and write numerals to 10 correctly too!                                                      

Wider Curriculum                 
This half term our whole school 
theme is ‘Memories’ and in 
Reception we will focusing on 
memories of important people to us 
and special events. 
Our first text is ‘A New House for 
Mouse’ by Petr Horacek. We will be 
using this text to explore and share 
about our own lives and the lives of 
others, including places we live, 
foods we like to eat and our 
favourite animals. We will be 
investigating woodland creatures, 
engaging in creative activities linked 
to animals and foods, and working 
together to build and construct 
houses and homes! 
 

                     

 

Thank you for your support in 

settling the children into school this 

week! 

Miss Williams & Mrs Borders 

General Information                                    * 
* We request that the children bring and keep wellies in school 
so that they can take part in outdoor learning each day. We 
go outside in all weathers so wellies are essential to keep your 
child clean and dry and protect school shoes from unnecessary 
wear and tear. Please ensure your child’s wellies are labelled 
with their name. 
* PE kits should be kept in school all week but our set PE day 
is Tuesday. They will be sent home regularly for washing at 
half term.  
* All footwear, coats and clothing must be clearly labelled with 
your child’s name. Please check this regularly as ink does fade 
with washing. 
* The children will all get a piece of fruit in the morning with 
their milk so they will not need to bring their own snack. 
Please can you send a clearly labelled water bottle into school 
for your child to access the water fountain with each day. 
These water bottles will be sent home every day. 
* Your child should bring their planner with them every day as 
this is where you will find letters or notes from school. Please 
check your child’s planner on a daily basis. Please share any 
good news you may have with us too! 
* If a different person is coming to collect your child, please 
pop a note in their planner or let us know in the morning so 
we can make sure they are dismissed safely to the correct 
person. We will not be able to dismiss your child to any 
person other than parents or guardians unless consent has 
been given by yourselves. 
* Your child will be able to choose a library book every 
Thursday from our library to bring home and share. Your child 
will need to bring their library book every Thursday to be 
returned so they can choose a new one. 
* Please bring your child’s Godley Primary Academy bookbag 
to school each day. The children do not need to bring an 
additional school bag. 
* If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to 
ask a member of staff! 

    

 

Homework                           
The children will receive a piece of 
homework on a weekly basis in 
their homework book. Homework 
will be sent home on Friday and 
must be completed and returned to 
school by the following Wednesday. 
Homework tasks will range from 
skills based activities to writing 
activities and craft or project based 
activities. Presentation in homework 
books is important and homework 
should be completed in pencil or 
pencil crayon. 

 

 


