
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Medium Term Plan 
Year: Reception                Term: Spring 1 
Topic: Let’s Go Wild! – Antarctica 

Blue Penguin by Petr Horacek 

Literacy 

Blue Penguin 

Reading                                                      
Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events in 

rhymes and stories.                                                  

Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall. 

Describes main settings, events and characters.               

Suggests how the stories might end.                       

Blends sounds together to read CVC words.                

Beginning to recognise Phase 3 digraphs in words. 

Beginning to read short sentences.                            

Shows understanding of simple words and sentences.                                                       

Writing                                                                

Can break the flow of speech into words                        

Writes some clearly identifiable letters in correct sequence.                                                     

Writes CVC words.                                                    

Beginning to write simple sentences with support.                 

Uses some Phase 3 digraphs in writing.                        

Spells some ‘tricky words’ correctly.                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 
Numbers (Using numbers 1 – 10 and beyond)                                            

Children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 10                     

Recognises numerals 1 to 10.                                                         

Counts out up to 10 objects from a larger group.                                

Count actions or objects which cannot be moved.                                

Selects the correct numeral to represent 1 to 10 objects.                       

Counts objects to 10.                                                                   

Counts an irregular arrangement of up to 10 objects.                       

Finds the total number of items in two groups by counting all of 

them.                                                                              

Finds one more or one less from a group of up to 10 objects.                   

In practical activities and discussion, begin to use the vocabulary 

involved in adding and subtracting.                                      

Shape, space and measures                                                           

Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight and 

capacity to compare quantities and objects and to solve problems. 

Orders two items by weight or capacity.                                  

Children use everyday language to talk about money.              

Beginning to use everyday language related to money. 

 

Communication & Language 
Listening & Attention 

Beginning to be able to listen and do at the same 

time.                                                              

Can take turns when speaking in a group.                  

Ask appropriate questions of others.                                           

Understanding                                                      

Answering how and why questions.            

Following instructions in a two part sequence.                            

Uses and understands positional language.         

Understands humour and enjoys jokes and nonsense 

rhymes.                                                    

Speaking                                                                    

Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and 

experiences in play situations.                            

Links statements and sticks to a main theme or 

intention.                                                       

Uses talk and language to organise, sequence and 

clarify thoughts, feelings, ideas and events.                                       

Understanding the World                                  
The World - animal habitats – Antarctica                                            

- maps & the globe – different places around the world 

People & Communities                                                              

-different cultures around the world 

Technology                                                                            

-interacts with age appropriate hardware and software                     

-completes a simple computer programme 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts & Design                                  
Developing ability to imagine, develop own ideas and 

visualise.                                                                             

Uses language to retell and re-enact familiar stories.                      

Plays cooperatively to develop narrative alongside peers.                         

Chooses colour for purpose.                                                  

Combines media to achieve a desired effect.                          

Constructs with a purpose in mind and chooses resources 

accordingly. 

 

Personal. Social & Emotional Development 

Going For Goals                                                             
I take part in open-ended activities. 

I find ways to solve problems, 
I find new ways to do things. 

I look back to see how I have done. 
I keep trying even when things are tricky. 

I enjoy reaching a target I have set myself. 
I am proud of how I do something, not just getting it right.  

I still smile even when I get something wrong. 
I spot patterns. 

 
I know that everyone has different things they are good at. 

I can talk about some of my own strengths and weaknesses. 
I can talk about things I like to do. 

 

 

Physical Development                     
Moving & Handling                             

Negotiates space when running, avoiding 

obstacles by changing speed and direction.     

Travels with skill under, over and around 

climbing equipment.                             

Uses tools and malleable materials with 

increasing control.                                     

Holds pencil in a more stable tripod grip.     

Can write some correctly formed letters.                                     

Show preference for a dominant hand. 

Experimenting with different ways of moving.   

Health & Self Care                                                               

Dresses independently.                              

Manages own hygiene independently.                              

Shows an understanding of how to eat 

healthily and why it is important.                                          

Can manage some risk and make choices 

about keeping safe.                                    

Knows exercise is important to keep healthy. 


